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College happens.

For better or for worse, a college degree is expected in today’s marketplace. Yet the college experience—
arguably the most powerful influence on a child’s intellectual and spiritual development between the teen
years and adulthood—is also the least scrutinized of all levels of education among Christians, including those
associated with classical Christian schools.

Parents, teachers, and administrators will I —
obsess over the smallest details of the educa- This disconnect in our lhil’lkil’lg
tional philosophy, curriculum, staffing, and peda-
gogy of their primary and secondary programs, between secon dary and post-
but suddenly go numb to those concerns when
they look to the thirteenth grade. They will de-

mand academic competency and unimpeachable

secondary education is
truly stunning.

moral integrity from every teacher who crosses  EEEEEE—
their children’s paths at school, but shrug off

the fact that many of their children’s future professors reject biblical authority, defend immorality, and treat
the Christian faith with disdain.

Why do we tolerate at the college-level what we would rightly abhor at the primary and secondary levels?
Why do we, who have labored so long to help our children recover the lost tools of learning and declare the
Lordship of Christ over all of life, knowingly send our children off for the finishing touches of their education
to colleges fundamentally at war with the Western tradition and the Christian faith that nourished it?

This disconnect in our thinking between secondary and post-secondary education is truly stunning. And
the problem has only grown worse in recent years because parents and educators increasingly hold one or both
of the following assumptions:

—that the goal of higher education differs significantly with the goal of primary and secondary education, and/or

—that having received a classical Christian high school education means students are fully prepared to

“handle” campus secularism and God-hating professors.
Both assumptions are dead wrong and are potentially lethal to our
Inside this issue: children and to the future of our classical Christian schools. Examining these

assumptions more carefully should loosen the grip of the dominant secular

Book Review.............. 4 paradigm and help us become better advisors to our covenant children facing
Quid Novi.............. 6-7 college. Hopefully, in the process it will also refresh our own thinking about
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reformation in every area of life beyond the
twelfth grade.

The Goal of Education

The idea that the goal or felos of educa-
tion changes between high school and college
was a novel one introduced at the end of the
19" century. Since the Middle Ages, higher
education’s singular purpose has been the same
as education in the younger years: to guide a
person through the paideia of the Lord into
Christian maturity and adulthood by illumi-
nating His works of truth, beauty, and good-
ness across the ages. Educators did not train
them to do something, but educated them to
be someone: a man or woman of unimpeach-
able Christian character equipped for every
good work (Ephesians 2:10). The common
goal of virtually all high schools and colleges
in America until the 19" century, was to grow
up the next generation of covenant children
into knowledgeable, wise, and godly adults.

Academic specialization and vocational
training came later. They understood that the
classical Christian model prepared men and
women to succeed in almost any field because
they had learned how to learn, how to see
relationships between things, how to solve
problems, how to reason well, how to work
hard. In other words, a classical education
from a Christian worldview was
career preparation rightly under-
stood for 20 or 30 years down
the road, not just for entry level
skills.

But we don’t view educa-
tion and career preparation that
way today because of what hap-
pened in the years following the
War Between the States. The philosophy of
pragmatism made being “practical” and mak-
ing things “work” into idols. As theological
liberals, pragmatists called students to “seek
first job training” and to leave all that king-

dom of God and righteousness stuff for later.
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Wealthy captains of industry funded
scores of colleges and universities to start
vocational training programs and research labs.
They offered so much cash for teaching “prac-
tical skills” that few classical Christian col-
leges could resist. Soon the liberal arts were
reduced to an anemic “core curriculum,” and
“general education” was reduced to half or
less of four year programs.

Land grant colleges were established in
every state to revamp higher education as
training programs for industry and govern-
ment. They were also designed to end the
dominance of the classical Christian college
and to make Christians pay for the new aca-
demic secularism with our own tax dollars.

These forces have seriously undermined
Christian higher education today and
blurred the biblical distinction between
education and training. Even historically
Christian colleges have become almost in-
distinguishable from pagan schools in chas-
ing after vocationalism and higher rankings
in U.S. News & World Report. The result
has been the worst of both worlds: students
are now poorly trained and poorly edu-
cated—and still immature. As the former dean
of Harvard College recently observed in his
new book, Excellence Without A Soul: How A
Great University Forgot Education,

The result has been the worst of both
worlds: students are now poorly trained

and poorly educated—and still immature.

“[Universities] have forgotten that the fun-
damental job of undergraduate education is
to turn eighteen and nineteen-year-olds into
twenty-one and twenty-two-year-olds, to
help them grow up . . . and to leave college as
better human beings” (p. xii).
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continued from page 1

Overestimating a High School
Graduate’s Preparation

Classical Christian school graduates are
generally better prepared academically for
college than government school graduates. But
that does not mean they have the maturity or
backbone to stand up to today’s overwhelm-
ing campus secularism. In fact, it takes a lot of
hubris and naiveté to think that any 18-year-
old is up to that task just because they went
through a classical Christian high school.

The moral corruptions at today’s univer-
sities are legion. During my 25-plus years in
public and private higher education, I have
personally witnessed undergraduate profes-
sors have affairs with their students, students
cheat en masse on exams and papers, faculty
members lie about their professional record in
order to get tenure, an accrediting body reject
a Christian college because its commitment to
creation ex nihilo was deemed “contrary to
basic knowledge,” and on and on.

The problem is not that sin happens, but
that today’s postmodern institutions have no
meaningful standards by which to distinguish
between right and wrong, moral and immoral.
And what standards they have are often en-
forced for ideological reasons. The result is an
academic world turned upside down: sin is
institutionalized, righteousness vilified. Ho-
mosexuals have tax supported
campus organizations and a
privileged place in the pantheon
of “campus diversity,” while
college administrators forbid
Christian professors from even
discussing intelligent design in a
science class.

Anyone who thinks that
our college-bound sons and daughters can
“handle” today’s campus secularism without
serious collateral damage has not been on today’s
university campuses recently or is not doing their

own homework.

Continued on page 3
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Conclusion: The Cement is Still Wet

The intellectual and spiritual dangers
today’s colleges pose to Christian students
would be less worrisome if new college stu-
dents were firmly set in their worldview or
immune to the forces of darkness. But they
are not, and every professor knows it. Pro-
fessors know better than most just how wet
and pliable a college student’s cement still is.
Even a secularist knows that a college stu-
dent, when he matures, will become like his
teacher.

The idea that Christian students will have
more influence on their peers and professors
than the other way around would be laugh-
able, if it weren’t so tragically misguided. Of
course, God protects

His own and He can
work miracles, but the
missionary-student
just out of high
school, classical or
otherwise, is ill-pre-
pared to face the fierce
spiritual warfare wag-
ing on university cam-
puses. Secular profes-

High school graduates may
have much on the ball, but
they are still young and
impressionable. The hard
work of nurturing them into

mature adults is not done.

sionable. The hard work of nurturing them
into mature adults is not done. Leaving that
work to a secular campus or Christian college
that has swallowed the secular vocational para-
digm is not the answer. They are the problem.

As long as Christian parents and teachers
and their children blindly follow the domi-
nant paradigm for higher education, secular-
ists will continue to dominate our colleges
and universities and the way to Christian
maturity and adulthood for our children will
remain constricted. The way to bring the next
generation into full Christian adulthood is to
recover the biblical goal for higher education.
That will require creating and supporting a
new generation of classical Christian col-
leges which main-
tain continuity
with the good work
begun at our pri-
mary and second-
ary classical Chris-
tian schools.

The reformation
of K-12 education
has not happened
over night. It has

sors can sece naive I worked like leaven

Christian students coming a mile away and
they can be very skilled at turning the tables,
casting doubts about everything they hold
sacred and dear. Many leftist professors, es-
pecially, see it as their mission to devour such
weak and overconfident evangelicals.

High school graduates may have much on

the ball, but they are still young and impres-

over the past 25 years. The reformation of
higher education may take longer. But we start
where we can and ask God to bless our mod-
est efforts. But if we can revive the classical
Christian paradigm in higher education, then
perhaps there won’t be so many funny things
happening to our children or our children’s
children on their way to adulthood.

For more resources about higher education,
see the bibliography posted at
www.nsa.edu/community/faculty/

atwood.html.
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Dr. Atwood is the President of New
Saint Andrews College and a Senior
Fellow of Humanities. He serves on
the College s Executive Council and
was the Dean of the College from
2000-2004.

He received a B.A. in Philosophy from
Dordt College (lowa), a Master of
Arts in Religion from Westminster

Theological Seminary, Philadelphia,
and a Ph.D. in Mass Communication
from the University of lowa.

He has taught at Gonzaga University,
Spokane, WA, (1981 to 1984), and
was a faculty member of the School of
Communication at the University of
Idaho, Moscow, ID (1984 to 2000).

Dr. Atwood has been a Senior
Fulbright Scholar twice, and was also
a visiting International Development
and Training (IDAT) Professor at
Egerton University, Kenya, East
Africa. He has presented dozens of
competitively selected research papers
and served on scholarly panels at
academic conferences around the
world, including Australia, Canada,
Mauritius, Poland, South Africa, and
across the United States.

Dr. Atwood has received many
national research and teaching
awards. His scholarly research
articles and reviews have appeared in
various journals published around the
world. He has taught a range of
courses, including the Research
Seminar, Rhetoric Collogquium,
Biblical Greek, Philosophy
Colloquium and various electives,
since NSA was founded.

He and wife Beverlee, the College s
Registrar, have been married 33 years
and have two married children, five
grandchildren—all grandsons!

His full biography can be viewed at
www.nsa.edu/community/faculty/

atwood. html.

PAGE 3



ASSOCIATION

of

CLASSICAL &

CHRISTIAN

SCHOOLS

Book Review

A young Christian man recently told me,
“You don’t need a bunch of ugly facts about
the public schools as a reason to not put your
children in them. You just need to know that
the Bible commands parents to provide their
children with a godly education, a// of the
time.” I agreed with him, but then wondered
why so many evangelical Christian parents
send their children to be educated in the
government’s public school system. Is it that
these Christian parents have attention deficit
disorder when it comes to hearing the Word of
God?

Regardless of the reasons Christian par-
ents may think that sending their children to
the government schools is fine, there sti// are a
lot of “ugly facts” that
parents need to be
aware of. Bruce Shortt
has done his homework
in his book, The Harsh
Truth About Public
Schools, to lay out those
facts with incredible
detail and documentation (some chapters have
well over 200 footnoted comments). In some
cases, the truth is so vile that it would get an
“R” rating or worse if it were in a movie and
not in the public school system. But Shortt
isn’t just being salacious or sensationalistic in
documenting this material. He is being frank
and forthright with Christian parents who
should know better, but haven’t done their
homework. For those Christian parents who
are aware that the government schools are bad,
I dare say that most haven’t even the remot-
est idea just iow bad they truly are. Shortt
makes it painfully clear.

Why do Christian parents object to such
things as Halloween which occurs one night a
year, but have no qualms with sending their
children to the government’s public schools
for nine months out of the year to be indoctri-

nated in all forms of religion (other than Chris-
PAGE 4

tianity) and the occult? Shortt points out that
while Christianity is shunted out of the pub-
lic schools, Islam is actively being forced on
children in some states. In addition, have you
ever heard of the Waldorf curriculum and An-
throposophy? They are growing in popular-
ity among government charter schools in this
country. You won’t want to wait too long
before you find out what they are and the
adverse impact they will have on your chil-
dren. However, sometimes a direct question
to a teacher or administrator won’t result in a
direct answer. This is even more problematic.

There has been much public concern ex-
pressed by prominent Christian and non-

Christian media personnel within the past few

I
The Harsh Truth about Public Schools

by Bruce N. Shortt

Vallecito, CA: Chalcedon/Ross House Books, 2004, 464 pages, $23

years about the increasing emphasis on alter-
native life styles and gender choices being ac-
tively promoted by the public school sys-
tem. Shortt lists some of the perversions that
are being taught in the name of “education”
even to elementary-aged students. It’s worse
in the secondary. If you are pro-life and have
your children in the government’s public
school system, once you read Shortt’s book,
you will wonder why on earth you ever sub-
jected the impressionable young minds of your
children to such a pro-death culture and such
sexual perversion, both heterosexual and ho-
mosexual. If you have ever once wondered
why our American culture is going so rapidly
down the drain, it’s not because of MTV (al-
though that contributes). You need look no
further than the government’s public schools
system. And I’'m holding back.

But school test scores are improving,
SEPTEMBER 2006

REVIEWED BY PATCH BLAKEY

someone may argue. And I have a bridge for
sale that will get you to Brooklyn, if you are
that gullible. Shortt explains in detail what has
happened to “dumb down” standardized tests,
reset the limits for a passing score, alter the
data, limit who may take the tests (so that
average tests scores will seem improved), and
much worse. “I don’t believe it!” you say?
“It couldn’t happen in this country!” you
say? Read Shortt’s book and prepare to be
illuminated.

How about all of those “drug free zones”
around many public schools and the effec-
tiveness of the local DARE program? All
Shortt observes that
the biggest purveyor of drugs among young

the
public

“smoke and mirrors.”

people is
government’s
school system. Oh, yes,
and  documentation
shows that Ritalin has
serious  detrimental
physical and psychologi-
cal effects on children,
just like other drugs that are illegal. No one yet
knows what the long-term effect will be from
Ritalin use in children. Is there any documented
evidence that AD/HD is really a diagnosable
problem? If you say “yes,” then why does it
disappear over the summer? Read Shortt’s
book. The situation is far worse than you
think.

Okay, you believe the government school
system is bad, but you want to reform the
public schools. But is this really possible?
What about the $500 billion dollars that fi-
nances the government’s public school sys-
tem each year? How altruistic are the unions
that control the system and benefit from the
influx of these dollars? Are they going to cheer-
fully let this income go away? What is the link
between the teachers unions and the sorry

Continued on page 7
CLASSIS
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PEOPLE SEEKING POSITIONS

Brian Kooshian

is seeking a position as logic or rhetoric
stage teacher in the areas of history, Bible/
theology, and world religions and related
subjects. Ilove to see young people grow in
their understanding of and love for God and
His sovereign hand in history. I am commit-
ted to the classical education model and am
willing to further my education in its use. I
subscribe to the 1689 LBCF. I am willing to
relocate to states west of the Mississippi, in
the northern region. Send inquiries to:

kooshiantribe@hotmail.com.

Jim Hylton

seeks any position to encourage young
hearts and minds to doggedly pursue Christ-
honoring lives. He has a BS (Individual Stud-
ies), a MA (English Lit.), and attended the
Moody Bible Institute. He is retired from the
US Army and currently teaches at a high
school in North Carolina. He is certified for
MG Lang. Arts (6-8), Eng. (9-12), and Jun-
ior ROTC. He desires to teach in a classical
Christian environment and is willing to relo-

cate. Contact: jhylton@wecpss.net.

Jacob Spencer seeks a FT teaching po-
sition at the logic or rhetoric level for fall
2006. He will graduate from Washington and
Lee University in June 2006 with a B.A. in
Classics and Religious Studies. He graduated
from Logos School May 2002 and believes
strongly in the classical Christ-centered model
of'education. He wishes to teach Latin, Greek,
logic, religion, rhetoric or humanities. He has
tutoring experience with logic and grammar
stage students in Latin and Classical Litera-
ture and has taught Sunday school. Contact:

spencerjt@wlu.edu.

Fred Heppding

seeks a humanities position for the
2006-07 academic year. He has taught for
eight years in Christian schools on the middle
and high school levels. He possesses a B.A.
and M.A. in history and a M.Th. He is look-
ing for the opportunity to teach in a classical
Christian school because of the chance it af-
fords him to learn as well as teach. You
can contact him at theppding@hotmail.com
or (865) 947-5078.
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Michael Flowers

seeks a position teaching Bible, theol-
ogy, apologetics, and/or Greek, art, science.
Michael is a singer/songwriter. He possesses
a B.A. in Religious Studies (with a minor in
Greek) from Louisiana State University and
an M.A. in Biblical Studies with a focus on
New Testament and Biblical languages from
Gordon Conwell. About three years of teach-
ing experience. Secondary level preferred. Find
out more about him at www.myspace.com/
michaelflowersmusic. Contact him at (615)

315-9523 or vonflowers@hotmail.com.

Todd Whiting

seeks full time secondary teaching
position for fall 2006. Also open to teach
primary. BA in Christian Ed. from Moody
Bible Institute. MA in Theological Studies
from Reformed Theological Seminary. Teach-
ing experience in Ireland. Love Jesus Christ,
enjoy teaching youth, believe in classical edu-
cation, committed to Reformed faith.
Interests: Theology, apologetics, church his-
tory, Bible, and literature. E-mail:

rwhiting(@carolina.rr.com or call (704) 604-0984.

John Poletto

seeks substitute/full time teaching
position at the junior high/high school level
for fall 2006. BA in mathematics from
Western CT State College and MA in theol-
ogy from Gordon-Conwell Seminary. Math
tutoring experience through precalculus.
Teaching experience in Bible and theology at
church and college level
(Moscow, Russia). Contact him at

jmpoletto@fastmail.us or call at (503) 644-
4294.

Alice Chidzero

seeks a full time position teaching all
subjects in the elementary level or a posi-
tion in the middle school at a classical school
in these areas: Bible, English literature and
grammar. She has a Bible degree and a diploma
in elementary education. Graduated from Zion
Bible Institute in May 2003. Taught Bible to
6th graders at Barrington Christian Academy.
Contact Alice at chidzeroa@wmconnect.com.
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Carlos Martinez

is an ESL-Spanish teacher with lots of
experience, creativity, energy, passion and is
a strong follower of Jesus Christ. He offers
his skills to any school in the area of language
teaching. Currently working in the state of
North Carolina but wishing to relocate.
Contact him at (704) 502-7576 or at
carlos.martinez@cms.k12.nc.us.

James B. Pendleton seeks a teaching
position in Bible/history/theology for the 2006-
07 academic year. He has a B.A. in Biblical Stud-
ies from Southeastern Bible College (May
2003), and an M.A. in Biblical Studies from
Asbury Theological Seminary (Dec. 2005).
He has experience as a teaching assistant at
the graduate level, and is an adult and youth
educator in the United Methodist Church. He
is extremely optimistic about Christian clas-
sical schooling and is excited to see it
succeed.You can contact him at
trouttpendleton@yahoo.com or
(606) 669-5168.

Mitchell Nees

seeks to teach humanities: Latin, compo-
sition, history. Brought up in Christian
schools, he hopes to pass on an education
grounded in Christ. BA in Classics, Hillsdale
College (May ’03), MA for Teaching Latin,
Univ. of IL CU (May ’05). Experience: in-
structor Greek Myth and Latin at Univ. IL,
one year teaching composition for small Bap-
tist college and humanities with startup Cov-
enant Acad., Billings, MT. In good standing.
Teaching philosophy available on request. Con-
tact him at registrar@yellowstonebaptist.edu
or call at (406) 697-0936.

Steve Purtell

seeks a position teaching any Bible/
Christian related subject in any field including
OT and NT, ethics, theology, Christian his-
tory, Biblical Greek, Hebrew (biblical and
modern,) Latin, etc. He has a B.A. in World
Religion and Business Administration from
Hope College and an M.Div from Duke Uni-
versity. He has experience in campus minis-
try and as a TA for university classes at Duke.
His teaching philosophy, references and aca-
demic transcripts are available upon request.

E-mail: sp43@duke.edu.
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DiscoverChristianSchools.com

DiscoverChristianSchools.com is the

newest communications initiative de-
signed to assist parents in making the
most informed decisions about their
children’s education.

DiscoverChristianSchools.com equips
parents with scripture and other facts along
with the school finder feature so children
can receive a legacy education, one that will
last a lifetime.

Here are just a few things to consider

and you can find more on their website:

* All truth is God’s truth, and God’s
Word sheds light on our path. Only in His
light can we see the light. Education is not
focused on possibilities but on certain-
ties found in God’s Word.

* Deuteronomy 6 tells parents that, in
all they do, they should provide a godly
education 24/7.

Three key institutions that shape a child
are the home, the church, and the school.
Children are served best when all three
institutions point them in the same
direction.

Only an education that has the liberty
to address the whole child—social, intel-
lectual, emotional, physical AND spiritual
—reaches the possibility of excellence.
Sign up for the firee parent’s newsletter:
http://www.discoverchristian
schools.com/Page 1.aspx?id=157268.

PAGE 6

God'’s World News Special 10% Off Offer

ACCS is pleased to recommend to its member schools God’s World News as a
strong instructional source of news and current events for students. It is written from a
Christian perspective and provides today’s children with engaging and challenging content
that isn’t available from any other news source.

Each subscription includes:
* 26 weekly issues filled with age-appropriate news and activities
* FREE colorful educational posters including a world map
* FREE weekly “Teacher Helper” teaching guides—complete with weekly news
and current events quizzes—to help you use Gods World News as an educational resource
* No charge for regular shipping and handling! (first class delivery available)
* 3 monthly summer issues also available separately

Weekly papers available in 4 reading levels
God s World News comes in four different reading levels, each with a special focus on
teaching skills for a particular age group:

- Early Edition  (PreK — Grade 1)
- Taking Off (Grades 2 and 3)
- News Current (Grades 4 and 5)

- Top Story (Grades 6 - 9)

Subscription Prices

God s World News offers several affordable pricing options, depending on the number
of subscriptions of the same level sent to the same address:

$7.45 each—7 or more subscriptions of one edition mailed to same address

(normally $8.25)
$13.45 each—2 to 6 subscriptions (normally $14.95)
$19.75 each—1 subscription (normally $21.95)

ACCS member schools can subscribe to this publication one of several ways:
* Go to www.gwnews.com/accs
* Call God's World News at 800/951-5437 and refer to code PG6SACCS.

Tres Mures Caeci Offered at a Great Price

The fractured fable for Latin enthusiasts, Tres Mures Caeci, favorably reviewed by Classis,
Bryn Mawr Classical Review, Midwest Book Review, Homeschooling Today, and Old School-
house, is available direct from the author at a significant discount off the cover price. Add this
interesting title to your school library or personal collection for your beginning and advanced
Latinists at more than 60% off the $11.99 cover price. Wholesale price of $4 each requires
minimum order of 30 copies, $15 S/H. Contact Dr. Noe via e-mail at davidcnoe@gmail.com.

Vobis omnia quae bona.
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ACCS Member NSA Honored as One of 50
“All-American Colleges”

What do the University of Chicago, Hillsdale College, Princeton, and New Saint Andrews
College all have in common? They are among the fifty colleges and universities honored in the
Intercollegiate Studies Institute’s (ISI) soon-to-be-released publication of All-American Col-
leges: Top Schools for Conservatives, Old-Fashioned Liberals, and People of Faith. The 416-
page guide will be available in stores throughout the country later this month.

All-American Colleges provides personal, in-depth profiles of fifty highly recommended
schools and programs. At each of these diverse institutions, students who identify themselves
as religious believers, conservatives, or old-fashioned liberals will find programs that connect
in a special way with the core values of the American founding and the vibrant intellectual
traditions of the West—schools and programs that are, in fact, often transformative. Based on
extensive interviews with students, faculty, and administrators, the profiles in All-American
Colleges extend ISI’s coverage of contemporary academia to accentuate the positive—while
including necessary caveats about the unfortunate aspects of each school. The result is a
unique new guide that parents, students, and educators will not want to miss.

The ISI is a highly-respected non-profit, non-partisan, tax-exempt educational organiza-
tion whose purpose is to convey to successive generations of college youth a better under-
standing of the values and institutions that sustain a free and virtuous society.

New Saint Andrews, founded in 1994, is a limited-enrollment, non-residential college
providing an intellectually rigorous classical education firmly grounded in the Christian tradi-
tion. The College, which serves students from 30 different states and 20 different Christian

denominations, is located in Idaho.

RENWEB Hits 600-School Milestone
with Addition of ACCS Member
TALL OAKS CLASSICAL SCHOOL

RenWeb School Management Software, announced that it has reached the 600-school
milestone with the addition of Tall Oaks Classical School, in Newark, DE. As a member of the
Association of Classical Christian Schools (ACCS), Tall Oaks Classical School will also re-
ceive a discount for the software. ACCS is the first association to negotiate a discount for the
purchase of RenWeb software, offering a valuable benefit to its member schools.

Don Post, Headmaster of Tall Oaks Classical School, said, “We chose RenWeb over other
providers not only because of its ability to promote communication among the office, class-
room and home, but also because of the convenience and service it offers. Along with other
schools in the classical Christian movement, we believe parents play the critical role in assuring
their children’s academic success, and they can use RenWeb’s services to keep track of their
students’ progress, attendance, assignments and more online. Moreover, RenWeb’s web-
based tools are available anytime and anywhere, at home or at the office, and the Company will

actually convert our files and set the system up for our school, at no extra charge.”
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Book Review

continued from page 4

condition of education within the public
school system? Does this sound too bizarre
to be true? Don’t read Shortt’s book if you
don’t want to know. It will make you angry
(and that’s a gracious way to state it). Oh,
and you can forget any idea of school re-
form in your lifetime or that of your child.
If you say, “But we want our children
to be ‘salt and light,””” how much more “salt
and light” can we take? We’ve seen close to
40 years of this kind “salt and light” in our
public schools with the result that our Chris-
tian children graduate and reject their Chris-
tian faith. How well does a young impres-
sionable third grader stand up for his faith
against a far older, experienced and hard-
ened secularist who will mock that child to
tears in front of his peers? Bruce Shortt cov-
ers this topic and more, much more.
Shortt’s book is written in an easy-go-
ing conversational style that makes it a
smooth read. It’s only the content that is
disturbing, and it’s all factual. This is a fright-
ening book, and it will rattle your senses
and sensibilities. As the author quotes from
another source, “I am not making this up.”
Every Christian in America needs to read
this book. It’s honestly incomprehensible
how the Southern Baptist Convention, or
any Christian denomination in the United
States for that matter, could be reluctant in
the slightest to demand that all of their mem-
bers remove their children from the govern-
ment school system with the greatest ur-
gency. The government school system is
without question the gravest danger facing
our nation bar none. If Christian parents
won’t heed their Bibles, perhaps they will
listen to Bruce Shortt’s The Harsh Truth
About Public Schools. 1 sincerely pray so.
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START UP GROUPS

Waverly/Cedar Falls, lowa

Looking for others, committed to the Re-
formed faith, who are interested in starting a
classical and Christian school in the Waverly-
Cedar Falls areas of Iowa. Please contact

Rev. George Galatis: ggalatis@comecast.net.

San Diego, California

The Cambridge School, San Diego, CA,
is a new classical Christian school opening in
the Rancho Penasquitos area of North County
in September 2006. We continue to seek in-
terested families. For more information,
please visit our website at
www.cambridgeclassical.org or email us at

info@cambridgeclassical.org.

Northwest Arkansas

Providence Classical Christian Academy,
the first classical school in NW Arkansas,
opened in 2004 with K-7" grade and contin-
ues to add a grade level each year. In 2006,
Providence will serve K-9th grade students
who seek a classical education that is distinc-
tively Christian. Providence utilizes a Uni-
versity Model schedule which allows students
to register for classes according to subjects
rather than grade level. For more information
please visit our website at www.providence-
academy.com or contact us via email at
info@providence-academy.com.

Valparaiso, Indiana

Tall Oaks Christian School (formerly The
Classical Academy), Valparaiso, IN, will be-
gin its second academic year for students in
grades K—5 on 8/29/06 (eventually to include
grades K—12). We’re the first classical Chris-
tian school in northern Indiana. We have two
teachers and are now seeking more interested
families. We’re excited about using the clas-
sical model and the Christian worldview to
teach students to live effectively for God in
His world. Contact info: (219) 464-9862,
info@talloakschristianschool.org  or
www.talloakschristianschool.org.

Indianapolis, Indiana

New Life Community Church on the
northwest side of Indianapolis is in the pro-
cess of starting a classical Christian school
based on the Word of God and in the tradition
of the ACCS. We are looking for more inter-
ested families to join us in opening the doors
of this new school in the fall of 2007.
Please contact Steve Hawkins at
newlifeccs@yahoo.com.
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North San Diego County, California

The Cambridge School is a new classi-
cal Christian school in the North County area
of San Diego. We are opening our doors fall
2006 to grades K-4 and are seeking interested
families as well as exceptional K-4 teachers.
For more information, please visit our web-
site at: www.cambridgeclassical.org, e-mail us
at: info@cambridgeclassical.org.

Dacula/Lawrenceville, Georgia

Dominion Classical Christian Academy,
an ACCS member, plans to open its doors
with grades K4-6 (fall 2006). Dom